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Greetings Christophers! 
 
Helen and I are keenly motivated that St. Christopher’s continues to thrive in 2026 and beyond. Even in 
our daily, ordinary life together as a church family, we’ve frequently glimpsed the amazing treasure that is 
our congregation. We are a people and a place where love is freely shared, God is experienced, and 
hearts come alive. All of us who ‘love to love’ want to ensure that the ministries and caring culture at St. 
Christopher’s don’t miss a beat as we head into this interim year between rectors. Our parish has 
transitioned leadership before, and we know how to navigate these seasons. We’re a healthy church with 
people and processes in place for all our many ministries; equipping us to keep serving as the living 
Body of Christ, both internally and with helping agencies like OJ Semmes and Epps feeding programs. 
But beyond our time, energy and compassion in supporting one another, the reality of our church also 
requires our significant financial support. This is money well-invested each year in eternal things!  
 
Our 2026 Stewardship Theme highlights the soul-work and the life-giving benefit that we offer our wider 
community. Our people, our actions - literally harvest hope for God’s Coming Kingdom. 

  Rooted in Love, Nurtured in Community, Harvesting Hope. 
 

Using a tree as our metaphor, with Christ in the center, we’re reminded that our 
community (the tree) is rooted in love. LOVE undergirds and sustains us. Love grows 
through our roots, nurturing the body of our diverse trunks and branches. Such a 
wholehearted community can’t help but harvest hope for the world and each other. 
 
As I contemplate what makes our parish different from other parishes, our “secret sauce” 

(other than the Holy Spirit) is the way we selflessly give of ourselves to build a better world. We strive to 
leave it better than we found it. God’s movement has been with us, and each year we recommit to the 
dream of those who founded our parish in 1957. This past year, your stewardship made significant 
campus improvements such as steeple repair, new doors & floors. Our worship, music, meditation 
garden, children’s and pastoral care programs keep getting better. In all we do - work, worship, and play 
(even our Oktoberfest) - we grow together as one in Christ.  
 
After reviewing the budget for next year - even with supplemental income from the Endowment and Hicks 
Trust – we’re asking for $810,000 of committed pledges. Despite rising costs, that’s only 2% more 
than last year. We promise to be faithful stewards of your giving. Offering the currency of your money is an 
act of trust; endorsing that God is truly at work with us in all of life… 
 
Communicating your specific pledge amount is invaluable. The Vestry cannot plan to spend money 
the church has not been promised.  
 
Pledges are due by Nov 2nd. Whether large or small, your pledge is a way of saying, “I’m part of this 
community, and I share in its life and work.” In faith, each pledge aims at supporting God's Kingdom 
work. The amount you gift is between you and God. Please prayerfully consider what percentage of your 
income you can share – and our impact as a force for good won’t miss a beat. 
 
Your Sisters in Christ, 
 
Susan…+ and Helen 


